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INCREASE OF SMALL-POX.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-As you will probably call attention to the in-
creased number of cases of small-pox notified in this district
during the past week, I would take this opportunity of
stating briefly some facts in connexion therewith. At the
end of February and beginning of March a number of cases
occurred, and were all traced to a girl whom it was found
had suffered from small-pox some few weeks previously,
and who had not been under medical treatment except on
one occasion in the early stage of the disease, before its dis-
tinctive characters were sufficiently clear to enable the medi-
cal man to make a correct diagnosis. From this girl, as a
source of infection, I have been able to trace upwards of
forty other cases. On the immediate isolation of all cases
discovered the outbreak seemed to subside, but ten days
ago another batch of cases occurred, and have been traced
to a case similar in many respects to the first, except that
in the second girl’s case no medical man had been consulted
at all, and the girl was found to have been suffering for
three or four weeks in a tenement house containing forty
adults and seventy children, twenty of whom were un-
vaccinated. Several interesting questions have been raised
in connexion with both outbreaks, but I would at present
draw attention to two. First is the difficulty existing in a
neighbourhood containing very poor persons who do not
call in the help of any medical man, not even the parish
medical officer, in time of sickness, unless it interferes with
the ability to work, or is likely to be dangerous to the in-
dividual. In both outbreaks it was necessary, in order to
detect fresh cases, to visit daily the families living in houses
adjoining those in which small-pox had appeared; by this
means were the original cases discovered. That it is pos-
sible for cases of small-pox to exist for weeks hidden in a
district is a condition of things dangerous not to the district
only, but to the whole of London, and does not appear to
have been taken into account in the Public Health Act ; 
the only way to deal with it seems to be in a regular house-
to-house visitation, by the medical officer of health
examining every person; but before his suspicions are

aroused a case may have existed sufficiently long to infect
a widespread area.
A second matter which has been forcibly brought under

my notice is the difficulty of obtaining speedy isolation of
suspicious cases. The Metropolitan Asylums Board have
no power to make provision for cases of this description,
and several persons have had to remain in tenement
houses until the disease was sufficiently distinct to enable
the medical attendant to come to a decision as to the
nature of the disease. Some of these suspicious cases in
houses in which small-pox had occurred turned out not to
be small-pox ; but this was not so in regard to the majority,
who in the meantime were acting as sources of infection.
There should be some provision made for placing in quaran.
tine cases of this description, as the absence of such
interferes to a great extent with the endeavours of the
local authority to prevent the spread of the disease ; there
is need, moreover, for some consolidation of authorities in
regard to small-pox prevention, for at present there are
more or less concerned therein no less than five bodies-
viz., the Local Government Board, the County Council,
the vestry or local board, the Metropolitan Asylums Board,
and the guardians.-I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.

FRANCIS J. ALLAN,
Medical Officer of Health, St. Leonard, Shoreditch.

May 17th, 1892.

THE HURDWAR FAIR AND CHOLERA.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The telegraphic news from India in The Times of
the 16th inst. regarding the correspondence in the native
press of the north-west provinces relating to the dispersion
of the pilgrims at the Hurdwar fair owing to cholera is of
far greater importance to the public health of India-and,
indeed, the world-than we are apt to suppose ; and on
this account I trust you will kindly insert this letter. I
have had opportunities-unequalled, I believe, by any other
medical officer in India-of judging of the effects of this
vast concourse of human beings, collected at the worst
time of the year, in the place least suited for it, and
themselves in a condition most unfitted to resist the

fatal influences inseparable from these gatherings, and
I can unhesitatingly state bhat the condition ot Hurd-
war and the roads leading from it in 1867 and
1879 was a disgrace to any Government, and in-
finitely more so to one which had an apparently fully
equipped sanitary department. For weeks before the
Hurdwar Fair the district arrangements of Saharanpur
(that in which Hurdwar is situated) were completely upset,
and to end in both years, as I know, in the unutterable.
failure witnessed at Hurdwar on April 13th in 1867 and
1879 would, one would have supposed, have been ample
proof that something was necessary to prevent the re-

currence of what seemed so impossible to prevent by local
sanitation. But, no; the horrors of 1867 were repeated and
intensified in 1879. I am, therefore, truly thankful to see that
the Government have felt compelled to take the action they
have done on the score of public health. Without doubt our
annual treatment of the vast crowds which meet at Hurdwar
on April 12bh each year is enough to make the continental
sanitarians put us out of court altogether in the matter
of the spread of cholera, and the scenes enacted and
repeated each year at Hurdwar for twenty years, as I know
from 1864, were such as would never have been tolerated
for one year in this country. In the absence of details
of the present correspondence I will add no more, except to
remark that it is little wonder to me that the sanitary
authorities of the continent of Europe view with alarm
much that we do with reference to the treatment of cholera
outbreaks, after vast gatherings like those at Hurdwar,
and hesitate to give us too free a hand on account of our
vastly greater commercial intercourse.

) I am. Sirs. vours trulv.
ROBERT PRINGLE, M.D., Brigade-Surgeon.

Blackheath, S.E., May 17th, 1892.

INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-IN the report of a case of intestinal obstruction
under Dr. Cousins, it is noted that the coil of intestine was
blue, showing where it had been constricted. In examining
the abdomen after fatal results of herniotomy, I have
frequently noticed this condition, with an entire absence of
other signs of general peritonitis, even when the period
between the time of relief and death was sufficiently long
to allow signs of peritonitis to develop. I have further
seen in such cases that the discoloured coil lies at a distance
from the part of the abdomen where it was constricted, and
that the patient passed flatus before death. The explana-
tion suggested is that the septic material penetrates the
damaged wall of the intestine, intestinal movements spread-
ing the material over a wide area. The natural inference
to be drawn is that in cases of herniotomy where the condi-
tion of the gut is doubtful, opium ought to be administered
early in full doses.-I am, Sirs, yours truly,

WILLIAM HORROCKS, F.R.C.S.Eng.
Bradford, Yorks, May 16th, 1892.

THE PHYSIOLOGY OF DREAMS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS.-Will you allow me also to express how interested
I was not only in your annotation on Dr. Richardson’s
lecture at the Royal Institution, but also in Dr. Wilks’s
letter in your issue of to-day ? I also was not present at the
lecture, but hope to see it in the forthcoming number of the

Asclepiad. The Daily Telegraph, in a leading article onwhat Dr. Richardson said, quotes him as stating that "all
musical instruments dream after they have ceased playing,
and a microphone will detect their dreams." This, to my
mind, is a beautiful and pithy way of expressing the
science and secret of dreams. The dreams of musical instru-
ments can be proved by the tuning fork, the piano, the
organ, or the violin, both by the detection of vibration seb
up by and lasting after actual playing, and from unobserved
causes. These unobserved causes may be jolts and jars,
wind, varying degrees of tension from temperature or
atmospheric pressure, electrical currents, rusting or chemical
action, friction from dust and insects, or even animals like
mice. If instruments were possessed of minds they would
dream these sounds and sighing vibrations in the periods of


